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Tourism is now the worldôs 

largest industry 

 
Å Tourism is the largest migration in 

human history and it happens every 
year 

Å Tourism is a significant source of 
employment for nearly one person 
in five globally 

Å People will travel, and always have 
Å Asia is the fastest growing source 

of tourism ï more than 20% per 
year  

Å The only countries which have 
managed to stop tourism by their 
citizens are North Korea and for 
outbound tourism, Cuba 

Å Tourism stresses particular places ï 
the popular destinations. 
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Tourism is the top of the food chain 

of consumption 
Å Tourism is the main source of foreign 
exchange for half the worldôs countries 
and more than half the GNP of many 
small island developing states 

Å Tourism is growing rapidly ï 
particularly in Asia 

Å Tourism is the only consumer of many 
goods (toilet seat strips, tacky 
souvenirs, glass covers, plastic hula 
dancers, t-shirts with the name of the 
destination etc.) 

Å Tourists use about five times as much 
water and energy per day per  tourist  
as locals in most places 

Can we handle this growing  impact? 
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